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M I S S I O N

The mission of the Safe Routes 
Partnership is to advance safe 

walking and rolling to and from 
schools and in everyday life, 

improving the health and well-
being of people of all races, 

income levels, and abilities, and 
building healthy, thriving 

communities for everyone.



Kori Johnson (She/Her)

Program & Engagement Manager
Baltimore, Maryland



Poll

What is your favorite way to travel around your community?



Poll

How did you get to school growing up?



What is Safe Routes 
to School?



Safe Routes to School is a movement and a program to make school travel – including 
walking, biking, and scooting – safe convenient, and fun for children of all genders, races, 
and abilities. 



In 1969, nearly 50%
of all children walked 
or bicycled to school.
Today, just 13% walk 
or bicycle.



• Family car trips to school make up 10-14% of morning congestion (National 
Center for Safe Routes to School, 2011)

• Injuries and fatalities are especially high in low income neighborhoods  
(Governing, August 2014)

At the same time…



The Evidence is In: 
Safe Routes to School Works

• Safe Routes to School programs 
lead to a 35-45% increase in 
walking and bicycling to school

• Safe Routes to School programs 
result in a 45-75% decrease in 
pedestrian injuries near schools

• Kids who walk and bike are more 
physically active

https://www.cdc.gov/policy/hi5/saferoutes/index.html


Benefits of Safe Routes to School



At the local level, Safe Routes to School programs are organized by cities, 
counties, schools, school districts, or community organizations. These 
programs can serve one school or many schools throughout a community.  

At the state level, Safe Routes to School programs are usually administered 
by the state department of transportation (DOT). The program provides 
resources to help support local programs. 

How are Safe Routes to School Programs Organized?



• Manages overall program

• Leads Safe Routes to School task force

• Coordinates between district, municipality, other stakeholders

• Recruits & trains volunteers 

• Coordinates city/district/multi-school events & activities 

• Strategically expands program 

• Seeks funding opportunities

• Evaluates what is working & not with program

Safe Routes to School Coordinator





Engagement



Equity



Engineering



Encouragement



Education



Evaluation



Infrastructure Projects
• Sidewalk construction
• Bike lanes
• Speed reduction
• Curb extensions

How are Safe Routes to School Programs Organized?

Non-Infrastructure Activities
• Walk and Roll to School Day
• Walking School Bus
• Bike Train
• Walking Wednesdays



Safe Routes to School Activities



Safe Routes to School Encouragement 
and Engagement Activities

• Walk, Bike, and Roll to School Day 
• October and May

• Walking School Bus

• Bike Trains

• Bike Rodeos

• Walk Audits

• Remote Drop-off/Pick Up

https://www.walkbiketoschool.org/


Walk and Roll Audit
Picture courtesy of Kate Moening



Arrival/Dismissal 
Observation



Walk and Roll to School Day 
Observed in October
www.walkbiketoschool.org

http://www.walkbiketoschool.org/


Bike and Roll to School Day 
Observed in May

www.walkbiketoschool.org

http://www.walkbiketoschool.org/


• Group walk along designated “bus” route

• Led by adults – volunteers or staff

• Helps take the burden off of individual parents

• Reduces tardiness

• Can incorporate safety education

Walking School Bus



Bike Rodeos



Safe Routes to School in 
California



Safe Routes to School Programs in California

https://www.saferoutespartnership.org/safe-routes-school/local-work/census


Find a Program in Your Community

• Local health department – Imperial County, 
Riverside

• Local transportation or public works department

• School district

• Hospitals – San Diego

• Bike shops or bike advocacy organizations –
Sonoma County

• Ask Safe Routes Partnership!

https://www.icphd.org/get-involved/safe-routes-to-school
https://www.ruhealth.org/public-health/injury-prevention-services/safe-routes-all
https://www.rchsd.org/programs-services/center-for-healthier-communities/injury-prevention/safe-routes-to-school/
https://sonomasaferoutes.org/


Walk to School Day
Orange County Safe Routes to School



Ruby Bridges Walk to School Day
San Mateo County Safe Routes to School



Alameda County Safe Routes to School

• Over decade of high school programming

• Dedicated high school site coordinator

• Emphasis on transportation independence 
and climate justice

• Reboot Your Commute

• Travel Training

• Youth Task Force

https://alamedacountysr2s.org/our-services/?level=events-hschool
https://alamedacountysr2s.org/our-services/plan-an-event/reboot-your-commute/
https://alamedacountysr2s.org/our-services/plan-an-event/travel-training/
https://alamedacountysr2s.org/our-services/plan-an-event/youth-task-force/


Get Involved in Safe Routes to School

• Connect with your local Safe Routes to School 
coordinator

• Volunteer at a Safe Routes event

• Attend a walk or bike audit

• Share health and wellness tips with Safe Routes to 
School coordinators

• Talk with kids and families about the importance of 
physical activity



Q & A



Contact Information

Kori Johnson, Program & Engagement Manager
kori@saferoutespartnership.org

www.saferoutespartnership.org

Facebook.com/saferoutespartnership

@saferoutesnow

http://twitter.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Prevention-Institute/129291200455039
http://www.saferoutespartnership.org/

	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Safe Routes to School is a movement and a program to make school travel – including walking, biking, and scooting – safe convenient, and fun for children of all genders, races, and abilities. 
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Contact Information

