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U.S. Highlights 
•Spends nearly twice as much 
as a share of the economy on 
health care as other OECD 
countries — yet has the lowest 
life expectancy and highest 
suicide rates among the 11 
nations. 

•Has the highest chronic disease 
burden and an obesity rate two 
times higher than the OECD 
average. 

•Has among the highest number 
of hospitalizations from 
preventable causes and the 
highest rate of avoidable 
deaths. 











            

 

 
 

 

   

 

 
  

 

  
   

Physician involvement feasible and/or effective. 
Evidence of direct causation between factor and health. 

Access to care 
• insurance coverage 
• after hours care 
• access for disabled patients 
• interpreters for LEP patients 

Direct Socioeconomic Influences 
• Tobacco policy 
• Bicycle helmets 
• Availability of clean needles 

Broad Socioeconomic Influences 
• Income 
• Education 
• Housing 
• Environmental pollutants 

Global Health Influences 
• Distribution of resources, 
knowledge and opportunity 

Gruen RL, Pearson SD, Brennan TA.  Physician-Citizens—Public Roles and Professional Obligations. JAMA 2004;291(1):94-98. 





  
 

People in the future will need to 
learn organization the way their 

forefathers learned farming. 

— Peter Drucker 





 - John F Kennedy 
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